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I am an applied microeconomist with research interests in public economics, ur-
ban economics, and economic history. I am particularly interested in understanding the
role of public policies in shaping long-run neighborhood outcomes. Much of my current
work explores controversial government policies including the federal urban renewal and
slum clearance program established by the Housing Act of 1949 and the development of
residential security maps (more commonly referred to as redlining maps) by the Home
Owners Loan Corporation in the 1930s. A common theme across my research is the use of
primary sources and arcGIS to assemble novel datasets. My work goes beyond studying
racial disparities to understanding the relationship between private markets, government,
and race in key contexts in the American experience.

In my job market paper, “The Long-Run Implications of Slum Clearance: A Neigh-
borhood Analysis,” I theoretically and empirically analyze the federal urban renewal and
slum clearance program. This program was one of the largest and most controversial
location-based economic development policies used to rehabilitate neighborhoods in the
United States. For this analysis, I construct a new dataset documenting the locations
of over 200 urban renewal projects across 28 cities that were implemented between 1949
and 1965. I use this newly constructed dataset to examine the characteristics of neigh-
borhoods cleared for redevelopment and the effect that urban renewal projects had on
these neighborhoods over time. I find strong evidence that this policy disproportionately
targeted black neighborhoods for slum clearance. Further, the resulting redevelopment
led to a persistent decline in population density, housing density, and in the share of black
residents in directly treated neighborhoods. Simultaneously, median rents and median
incomes increased. These results are consistent with predictions from a spatial equilib-
rium model of locational choice. Conclusions from this model imply that households in
the lowest end of the income distribution are made worse off by slum clearance policies.

The distinct set of disadvantages experienced by black Americans increases their
likelihood of experiencing negative financial shocks, decreases their ability to mitigate
the impact of such shocks, and ultimately results in debt collection cases being far more
common in black neighborhoods than in non-black neighborhoods. “Racial Disparities
in Debt Collection,” joint with Domonkos Vamossy, documents the disparity in debt
collection judgments across black and non-black neighborhoods and explores potential
mechanisms that could be driving this judgment gap. By using a novel dataset that
links debt collection court cases from Missouri with information from Experian credit
reports, we find that majority black neighborhoods experience approximately 40% more
judgments than non-black neighborhoods, even after controlling for differences in median
incomes, median credit scores, and default rates. The racial disparity in judgments
cannot be explained by differences in debt characteristics across black and non-black
neighborhoods, nor can it be explained by differences in attorney representation, the
share of contested judgments, or differences in neighborhood lending institutions.

Other work with Price Fishback, Allison Shertzer, and Randall Walsh titled “Race,
Risk, and the Emergence of Federal Redlining” documents how risk assessment and lend-
ing practices were changing during the early twentieth century with the specific goal
of placing government sponsored redlining into a broader historical context. Building
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and loan (B&L) companies were issuing mortgages with long time horizons as early as
1830. The localized nature of early B&L companies allowed them to effectively manage
the investment risk associated with changing neighborhood trends. By the end of the
1920s, some B&L associations transitioned into larger, bureaucratic, professionally man-
aged associations which made it more difficult to factor perceived neighborhood trends
into risk calculations. During the Great Depression the Home Owners Loan Corpora-
tion (HOLC) adopted the long-term mortgage and later created security grade maps to
document perceived investment risk on a neighborhood by neighborhood basis, drawing
red lines around the neighborhoods perceived to be most risky. We use digitized HOLC
security grade maps and surveys, along with a linked panel of addresses between 1930
and 1940, to show that redlining maps and the associated surveys accurately reflected
neighborhood characteristics and lending risk. Our empirical analysis, combined with the
historical narrative regarding lending and risk, provides a better foundation for under-
standing the long-run implications for this component of federal involvement in mortgage
markets.

Another line of my research seeks to understand the impact of increased mental
health services and awareness on health outcomes. In “The Morality Effects of Community
Mental Health Centers,” myself and Mallory Avery explore the Community Mental Health
Act of 1963–a policy that established Community Mental Health Centers (CMHCs) across
the country with the goal of providing continuous, comprehensive, community-oriented
care to people suffering from mental illness. We digitized Mental Health Directories to
construct a novel dataset documenting the rollout of CMHCs from 1971 to 1981. We use
state planning reports which documented areas having the greatest need for a CMHC
to show that the associated priority rankings do not predict which communities ever
got CMHCs, nor do they predict the rollout of CMHCs across counties. This allows
us to identify the effect of implementing a CMHC on county level mortality rates by
directly comparing outcomes across treated and untreated counties. We find evidence
that CMHCs reduced suicide rates among whites between the ages of 15 and 24 by 4%.
CMHCs were particularly effective in reducing deaths from homicide and alcohol in the
nonwhite population, with nonwhites experiencing a 5% decline in homicide rates and
nonwhite adults experiencing an 11% decline in deaths caused by alcohol. The effect on
mortality for nonwhite people is focused in rural areas. These results suggest CMHCs
were effective in reducing mental illness related mortality, especially in populations with
the greatest need and least access to alternative forms of treatment.

Moving forward, Mallory Avery and I will explore the impact of Community Men-
tal Health Centers on labor market outcomes. We plan to construct a new dataset that
links the National Longitudinal Surveys Original Cohorts confidential datasets to our data
documenting the locations and rollout of CMHCs. We have been approved by the Census
Bureau to use the confidential National Longitudinal Survey Original Cohorts Datasets
and plan to begin working at a Federal Statistical Research Data Centers within the
next year. I am also working on a paper with Ethan Schmick in which we explore the
effects of black strikebreakers on labor market inequalities between black and white work-
ers. In the future, I plan to continue focusing on identifying the effects of controversial
public policies on long-run outcomes of neighborhoods. For example, I plan to continue
studying the Urban Renewal and Slum Clearance program by empirically exploring the
impact that displaced residents had on their new neighborhoods. I am also particularly
interested in the role the federal highway system played in segregating U.S. cities.
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